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SECRETCAIRO 06131 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PORG, OAU, ET, SO, IR, EG, MASS 
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SOVIET OBSTACLES TO EGYPTIAN SHIPMENTS 
TO SOMALIA 

REE: (A) STATE 47224, (B) TEHRAN 1763 

1. WE HAVE NOTED SADAT'S ALLEGED CLAIM TO IRANIAN 
AMBASSADOR THAT SOVIETS ARE PLACING OBSTACLES TO EGYPTIAN 
SEABORNE SHIPMENTS TO SOMALIA (REF B). THAT WAS FIRST 

TIME WE HAD EVER HEARD SUCH CLAIM. NEITHER SADAT NOR 
MUBARAK NOR ANY OTHER EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL, IN THEIR FREQUENT 
TALKS WITH US ABOUT SOMALIA, HAS SUGGESTED ANY SOVIET 
EFFORT TO BLOCK EGYPTIAN SHIPMENTS. SENIOR EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY OFFICER, WHO SHOULD BE IN POSITION TO KNOW, 

STATED CATEGORICALLY TO DATT A FEW DAYS AGO THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN NO SOVIET HARASSMENT OF ARMS SHIPMENTS. 

2. IT IS, OF COURSE, POSSIBLE AND EVEN LIKELY THAT, WITH 
SOVIET WAR VESSELS OFE BERBERA, THE EGYPTIANS CONSIDER 
THAT THE POSSIBILITY OP SOVIET INTERPERENCE WITH SEABORNE 
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ARMS SHIPMENTS TO SOMALIA EXISTS. MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, 

THE GOE IS USING THIS TO JUSTIFY TO SOMALIS AND OTHERS 
ITS RECENT TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF ARMS SHIPMENTS TO 
SOMALIA. EILTS 
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